CHAPTER   XX
SPECIAL  PROBLEMS  OF  THE
POSTPRIMARY-PRK ADOLESCENT
PERIOD
It should be reiterated in this chapter that behavior
problems are a kind of development. They represent the
child's way out of a difficult situation. They are ways of
response he has learned. To parents and teachers, however,
they represent very real "behavior problems/*
PROBLEMS RECOGNIZED BY TEACHERS
AND PARENTS
Teachers and parents still persistently rate aggressive be-
havior, inattention, carelessness, and disorder in the'class-
room as more serious and prevalent than recessive, with-
drawing behavior. Talking out of turn, quarrelsomeness,
and lack of interest in school work attract more attention
on the part of teachers than do bashfulness, daydreaming
and oversensitiveness.
Clinical workers, on the other hand, regard shyness, with-
drawing behavior, and fear as more significant in child
development than the behavior problems which teachers
generally stress, However, those teachers who have had
work in mental hygiene tend to agree with clinical workers
in their evaluation of children's behavior.
Adults usually show sympathy and understanding for the
kicking, squirming, and restlessness that accompany the
physiological needs of hunger in the infant. It is unfortu-
nate that, in general, they do not show the same insight
into the psychological needs that underly the restlessness of
school children, the "apparently aimless use of energy in
lying, stealing, cheating, bullying, boasting, showing off, and
other unacceptable attempts to relieve psychological ten-